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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">and a member of the lower House, entered and<BR>accosted him with the statement that he had read<BR>Sunmer's speech twice and that it was a libel on<BR>South Carolina and upon a kinsman of his. There- <BR>upon Brooks followed his words by striking Sum-<BR>ner on the head with a cane. Though the Senator<BR>was dazed and blinded by the unexpected attack,<BR>his assailant rained blow after blow until he had<BR>broken the cane and Sumner lay prostrate and<BR>bleeding at his feet. Brooks's remarks in the House<BR>of Representatives almost a month after the event<BR>leave no doubt of his determination to commit<BR>murder had he failed to overcome his antagonist<BR>with a cane. He had also taken the precaution to<BR>have two of his friends ready to prevent any inter- <BR>ference before the punishment was completed.<BR>Toombs of Georgia witnessed a part of the assault<BR>and expressed approval of the act, and everywhere<BR>throughout the South, in the public press, in legis- <BR>lative halls, in public meetings, Brooks was hailed<BR>as a hero. The resolution for his expulsion intro- <BR>duced in the House received the support of only<BR>one vote from south of Mason and Dixon's Line.<BR>A large majority favored the resolution, but not<BR>the required two-thirds majority. Brooks, how- <BR>ever, thought best to resign but was triumphantly</FONT><BR>\
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